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African American English
History and Structure of AAE
	Numerous concerns have been raised in the United States concerning African-American English; its origin and its use in society. African-American English is also known as Black English in the U.S. It comprises of English sociolects that are primarily spoken in the United States by black people. Its dialect ranges from African-American vernacular English to better structure and Standard English. According to Bloomquist, Green, and Lanehart (2015), African-American English dialects originated from British settlers in the American southern region during the colonization period. The dialects of AAE become profound in America during the 17th and 18th centuries (Bloomquist, Green, & Lanehart, 2015). Roots of African-American English were first detected during the first century of British colonization over America in the Chesapeake Bay area of Virginia and Maryland. Dialects of AAE later spread to Carolina and the Georgia States of America, where they advanced to other regions in the country.
	According to Bloomquist, Green, and Lanehart (2015), the socio-historical evidence of AAE reveals that there were favourable conditions in the southern parts of America for Blacks to gain relatively close approximations of the different dialects that White settlers spoke, particularly the indentured servants. The blacks who laboured for the British had a good command of the British-English dialects. However, the Blacks' dialect was particularly shaped by their varied African languages. As a result, they developed the African-American English dialect that has spread widely in the United States and other countries like Canada. The African-American English structure does not differ much from the British-English structure. The AAE structure has a unique accent and follows unique rhythmic features. The rhythmic features in African-American English are more profound than the phonological ones. When spoken, African-American English can easily be distinguished from British English.
Social Implications of AAE
	For many years, African-American English evoke numerous memories in people's minds. The dialect has a deeply rooted history and is viewed as an identity marker for its speakers. In the United States societies, the use of AAE has numerous implications for people. In the recent past, the use of African-American English has led to increased racial discrimination (Rickford et al., 2015). According to Rickford et al. (2015), African-American English is lowly regarded and is viewed by many as an inferior dialect to both American English and British English. As such, people who have the AAE dialect are discriminated against. Racial discrimination for users of African-American English mostly happens in workplaces, learning institutions, and residential places. The dialect is generally associated with the Blacks; who are inferior to the Whites. Due to the use of the AAE dialect, people have been denied essential services and social amenities that are made to be availed to all people regardless of their skin colour. 
	There is a rising residential economic segregation for people who use the AAE dialect in society in the United States (Rickford et al., 2015). Human rights have not been accorded fairly to all people regardless of the dialect they use. In numerous instances, the people who use the AAE dialect has lost jobs or denied chances to work in industries managed by the Whites. Also, there are heightened cases of low income for the people who use the African-American dialect. According to Rickford et al. (2015), all the social implications that most Blacks suffer in the hands of their White counterparts are as a result of language use. These vices continue to threaten the well-being of the Blacks and other people who use the African-American dialect in America. 
Future of AAE
	Despite being widely used in the United States; African-American English does not have a promising future in the country. The dialect is faced with numerous challenges and opposition from various personalities and authorities. African-American English has been referred to by many Whites as sub-standard English that cannot be used in learning institutions or official places (Cunningham, 2017). Cunningham (2017), further notes that most White scholars identify AAE as a complicated language that does not adhere to rules governing the English language. Owing to all these allegations, the popularity of African-American English has been following a downward trajectory. The dialect’s popularity remains among its speakers who cannot use it for any other purpose apart from direct communication among themselves. A lot of efforts have been put to push for the acceptance of AAE as an official language that can be used in official places like learning institutions and government agencies. However, all the efforts put to advocate for African-American English have failed terribly.
	Some activists for AAE have gone further to write books praising the uniqueness and importance of the dialect in society. For instance, McWhorter wrote a book entitled “Talking Back, Talking Black", that praised African-American English. In the book, McWhorter unpacks all the myths surrounding AAE and paints a new picture about the language. He tries to convince those in opposition to AAE that it is a language like the others and that it can be used for official purposes. Despite the efforts that McWhorter and other activists put to defend African-American English, little has been done to credit the language. The language still bears a lot of vices that diminish its popularity and use among the people. The future for AAE remains dull, and might not be accorded any positive recognition in the future. The American and British English have dealt a great blow to the recognition of AAE. Many people hold on to the belief that AAE is inferior and lacks values in modern societies.
Ways to Minimize the Widespread Negative Attitudes towards AAE
	A joint effort is needed to end the widespread negative attitudes surrounding the use of African-American English. There is a need to further explore the constituents of AAE to better understand what it entails. The first strategy that can be relied on to minimize negative attitudes towards AAE is educating the general public on the importance of respecting other people's dialects. Proper education programs on respecting other people's dialects should be instituted from a young age to equip children with the virtue of respect for other people regardless of the language they use. Through proper education on the importance of respecting other people and the language they use would avert most racial discrimination cases. Also, government authorities should pass laws that deter people from discriminating against others due to the dialect they use. The government should ensure that human rights and freedom for expression and speech are adhered to by all persons in society. Those found violating rights for other people should be dealt with according to law. Learning institutions and residential places should also be sensitized on the importance of respecting other people's dialects. They should not discriminate against other people because of different languages or dialects.
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